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The rubber industry ir Caechoslovakia consiste, apart from BATA and its
gubgidiaries, of the ollowing muin factories:

8o Rgbena in Heshed ftires, rubber tubss and bicycle rubber sceessories).
b, HMitas in Pregue (tires only).

¢. Fatra in Repojedls (soft rubber gocds, tubes, rubberised textiles,
rubber boats, ctc.) -

d. Rubber factory in Zubrli (rubber threads),

The production of truck and autorobile tires totels 15,000, of which Bata
produces 60 percent, Rubena 25 porcent, and Mitas 15 percent,® The quality
of Batae tires is good; Rubena tives are only slightly inferior, but ilitas
tires have ceused such protosts from custormers thet the withdrowel of [itag
goody from the expert list is under serious consideration.

A very severe drawback is the fuclt that most of the equipment is designed
for the production of tires for rassenger cars only, whereas there is a
greater demand and need for truck tires. Preduction of new types of itruck
tires has been staried, but the cutput remeins unsatisfactory because of
badly needed calanders and pressing machines which come feom the Skoda works
have a delivery delay of 13 monibs.

To eliminote the shorvage of tires and at the seme time to satisfy the demand

. in Slovakia, a naw factory is being built and will be opened ¢u 1 Jaouary 1950,

This factory is situsted at Puchov, 70 kilometers from Zlin, rcar dhe Slovake
ioravian border and iy designed to produce as many tires as Buts, Fvebema, and
iltas topether. 1t will be equipped with new American machinery which has
already been paid for in dollazs at a cosb of 300 million Czeck Crowns, No
delivery of this machinery has been been made yet because of ¢ svdden enbargo
by the U.S. authoritics. The Five-Year Plen already takes into account ths
output of this factory in 1950 ard it is estimated thut the ccmbined total
output of all tire factories wouid create an over-prodvction in Czechoslovakie
snd easily permit en smnual expoxt of 750,000 tires.
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¥e keep ths rubber production going at the 1949 level, 15,000 tons of rubber
xd 5,000 to 6,000 tone of carbon black have to be imporied yearly, Prosert
suppries of rubber suffics for & months. The Czech rubber industry suffers
fiom a shorbtagze of carbon black, periticularly since the USA introduced a
gyatem of export licenges. 1In splte of this it has been possible to buy up
certain queniities «f Americen carbon hlack vie England and Holland, although
ir. consequence the rrice was 50 percens higher than if a direct purchase

hed been posaible.

Negotiations with the Rumoniens for the purchase of carbon black failed
bz cause Russlns - 18 two-thirds of the Rumenisn earbon black production
ag reparations, wu’ the Rumaniena profor to sell the rest for badly needed
deilors, Althousn (zechozlovaltia delivers tires to Rumsnia which contain
cevbon black, Romania bas as yeb not arreed to any compensation delivery,

& Turther bottlenccl experienced by ths Czech rubber industry is the
shortage of fuel, which before the foundaticn of the West German State
wizs imported from tke Rhineland., Thes present west German embargo on fuel
deliveries very seriously affects the Uzech industry.

T2 only place in Ciechoslovakia which produces synthetic rubber 4s the

Beta factory in Oftrckovies. The tecimicel equipment, however, peimiis en
outpud of only 800 lilos wer week, whish is just sufficient for the production
of otl and gasoline. Babtu has tried to use Russian gynthetic rubher (Buna),
bt ae thie is of ar enbirely diffor-n; composition the resulis achioved were
DOOY.

Dwring the war Germen Bum: CK 3 fron Schkoppau was successfully used by
Baje for the production o tires, tunk wheels,and tenk cushions. Schloppay.
ig now controlled by the iussians, and although the factory is expected to
be dismantled, this has =not heppened so far., In 1949 the Czechs epproacheod
%3 Eusslans for supplies from Schkoppau but found that the counter demends
fur machinery and tires wers too heavy; therefore they did not pursue the
maiter further.

Comment: Scurce failed to stete whether this is e weekly or a daily
production figure,
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